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MISSOULA--Dean Erhard ran a lifetime best 8:40.4 steeplechase, qualifying him for the NCAA track
and field championships in Champagne, Illinois next month, to highlight a fine effort by the
University of Montana at the University of Washington Twilight Invitational Friday.
Erhard improved his personal best by 12 seconds in winning the 3,000 meter event against
the former Pac-8 champion, a former Olympian and runners from numerous other schools in the
Northwest.

His effort was also the fastest ever by a Big Sky athlete.

''The whole team performed well, highlighted by Dean's out standing run," UM track coach
Harley Lewis said.
Dave McDougall and Dean Behrman both improved on seasonal bests in the six mile as they
finished one-two in Seattle.

McDougall was clocked in 29:45.2 and Behrman finished just a

second behind .
UM picked up five firsts and four seconds in all.
Tim Fox edged teammate Scott Ferda in the 110-meter. hurdles.

Both were timed in 15

seconds flat.
Former Great Falls high school standouts Bill Halverson and Steve Morgan won their events.
Halverson cleared 16 feet in the pole vault and Morgan went 6-6 in the high jump.
The Grizzlies' mile relay team won their event in 3:12.7, slightly under their seasonal
best of 3:11.5.
Freshman Dale Giem posted a 52.6 in the 400 meter

~urdles,

good for a second place finish.

Another freshman, Scott Browning, placed fifth in the 1,500 meters but turned in a fine
3:53.3.

That converts to a 4:10 mile.

"We're particularly pleased with our freshman group," Lewis commented.
have progressed very well and have helped the team tremendously."
-more-

"Giem and Browning
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Among all this good news for the Grizzlies, there was some bad news.

Rob Reesman feel on

the water jump of the steeplechase and may be out for the rest of the season.

"That could

cost us at the Big Sky Conference meet," said Lewis.
While the core of the UM team competed in Seattle, a few were competing in the Spokane
Falls Twilight meet Friday.
The top UM effort there was freshman Brad Sheldon's 1:53.36 800 meter run, good for a
second place finish.
The Grizzlies host the Montana Twilight this Saturday evening at Dornblaser Field.
"This is traditionally a low key meet," Lewis said. "We'll use this competition as a
tune-up for the conference meet the following weekend."
Several tracksters from the area will compete in the non-scoring affair.
starting time is 6:30 p.m.
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